
8th Grade 
Science 

Teacher: Mr. Cutler                                   
Office Hours:  By Appointment 

E-mail: sp_cutler@springfieldspartans.org                                                                          

Phone: 330-798-1008       Room: 109 

Course Length: 36 Weeks (2 semesters) 
 

Course Description: Eighth-grade science requires students to use scientific inquiry to discover 

patterns, trends, structures, and relationships that may be described by simple principles. These 

principles are related to the properties or interactions within and between systems. 
 
Course Areas of Study: 

Physical Earth Species and Reproduction Forces and Motion 

This topic focuses on the 

physical features of Earth and 

how they formed. This 

includes the interior of Earth, 

the rock record, plate 

tectonics and landforms. 

This topic focuses on the 

continuation of species. 
This topic focuses on forces 

and motion within, on and 

around the Earth and within 

the universe. 

 
Methods of Instruction: Students will be engaged in the learning process through: 

● Individual exploration and research 
● Group lectures and discussions 
● Small group and team-oriented activities 
● Hands-on activities such as projects and laboratory procedures 
● Oral presentations/ lectures 
● Written compositions 

 
Required Supply List:   

1. A charged device (Chromebook & Charger) 
2. 3-ring binder/Folder 
3. Notebook/Notebook paper 
4. Pencils/Pens/Highlighter 

 
Grades: 

Participation -10%      Classwork/Homework- 20%      Test/Quizzes- 30%    
Laboratories/Projects– 40% 

 
 
 



Class Grading Scale: 
Based on the school grading scale. 

98-100= A+ 

92-97 = A 

90-91 = A- 

88-89 = B+ 

82-87 = B 

80-81 = B- 

78-79 = C+ 

75-77 = C 

70-74 = C- 

69-67 = D+ 

66-62 = D 

61-60 = D-  

59 & Below = F 

 
Class participation by actively reading, listening, and speaking is a necessary requirement in this 
class.  You will be expected to bring the required supplies so that you can participate effectively.    
Your grade will be negatively affected if you are unprepared and/or unwilling to participate in 
activities. 
 
***To check your student’s progress in the class, Progressbook will show the most up-to-date 
information. Also, don’t forget to check Progressbook for any missing or late assignments. *** 
 
Attendance: 
Attendance is mandatory, please be on time each morning and 
prepared to learn. 
 
Homework & Missing Assignment Policy: 

Throughout most of the year, there will not be “homework 

assignments” however, there is a limited amount of class time 

so some assignments may be given as “homework” to be 

completed. Homework and classwork assignments must be 

turned in by the due date to receive full credit. If turned in 

late 50% will automatically be deducted and will be recorded 

in the grade book. Students who have any missing 

assignments have until the end of the grading period to turn 

the assignment in to receive ½ credit. 
    
Absences & Make-up Work: 
 If you are absent for an excused reason, you can make up any work that you have missed.  You 
will have one day for every day you were absent to complete your make-up assignments.  It is 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out what you missed and turn it in.  You must see me to 

schedule a time after school or during your study hall to take make-up tests.  If you miss a 
laboratory, you must see me to see if you can make up the lab. Some laboratories might have a 
make-up lab for you to complete as homework. You might have to work outside the class time to 
make up the lab. 
 
Cheating:  
Cheating will not be tolerated.  Cheating includes, but is not limited to sending text messages, 
using different online search engines, talking, or interacting in any way during a test, copying 
another’s homework or class work, and plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating will receive a 
grade of 0% on the test or assignment and a written referral will be submitted to the assistant 
principal for disciplinary action and the student’s parents will be notified immediately.   
 
 



Test/Quiz Policy: 
All course tests and quizzes are open notes. No quiz or test retakes will be allowed.  
 
Extra Credit: 
No Extra Credit will be given. However, assignments throughout the year might have extra 
points up for grabs to help boost your student's grade. 
  
Class Policies and Procedures  
 

1. SHOW RESPECT for others and the property of others. 

2. BE KIND to others. 

3. ALWAYS TRY YOUR BEST. 

4. ABSOLUTELY NO VULGAR LANGUAGE, GESTURES, 

etc. 

5. Keep Your Hands to Yourself. 

6. Keep your classroom clean. 

7. Raise Your Hand to Speak. 

8. Dress properly and appropriately. 

9. NO, food, candy, pop or coffee is allowed. Only bottled water is 

allowed. 

10. NEW district cellphone policy. Stays off and is put away at all times. 

11. ASK FOR HELP when needed. 

12. Have an open mind, we all make mistakes, remember, together virtually, we can do 

anything.  
 

Failure to adhere to the classroom policies and procedures will result in a 
warning, dismissal from the classroom, parent contact, and office 

referral. 
 

Please note this is an individualized syllabus for Mr. Cutler's class only! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parents must acknowledge the syllabus has been read. 
Turn this page only, into Mr. Cutler by August 27th. 
 
Greetings! Welcome to Springfield Jr. High and 8th Grade!  My name is Sean Cutler, and I will be 
your child’s 8th-grade science teacher for the 2024-2025 school year.  During the year we will 
explore many different topics in science and experiments.  I hope to have a positive year and 
provide many opportunities for students to demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills.  
 
As such, I am committed to communicating with you and supporting the individual needs of 
your child. To do this, I need to be able to keep in touch with parents/guardians regarding their 
students’ progress.   
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Students will receive 10 Lab points after a parent completes the syllabus 

acknowledgment form.  

 

By signing this document, I have read and know the course policies 

procedures, and outcomes. 

 

Parents, what is the best way to reach you? (phone, email, text, etc.) 

 

 

 

Student Name Print: 

 

 

 

Student Signature: 

 

 

 

Parent Name Print: 

 

 

 

Parent Signature: 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, I look forward to working with you and your student this school year. 


